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SUBJECT:, IMCO: INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON MARINE 
POLLUTION: OFFICERS 

REF: LONDON 9082 

1. MISS M. L. VILLAMIN OF PHILIPPINES WAS MENTIONED IN 
REFTEL (PARA 3) AS POSSIBLE CONFERENCE PRESIDENT. RUMORS 
THAT SHE WAS ENGAGED TO BE MARRIED HAVE NOW BEEN CON 
FIRMED BY PROSPECTIVE BRIDEGROOM, LEIGHTON VAN NORT, 
AMERICAN MEMBER OF IMCO SECRETARIAT. MISS VILLAMIN HAS 
SUBMITTED TO FOREIGN MINISTER HER RESIGNATION FROM 
PHILIPPINE FOREIGN SERVICE BUT SHE EXPECTS SHE WILL BE 
PERMITTED TO CONTINUE IN HER PRESENT POSITION AT LONDON 
EMBASSY AFTER HER MARRIAGE. IF SO, AND IF SHE IS ON 
PHILIPPINE DELEGATION TO CONFERENCE, SHE WOULD BE AVAIL 
ABLE FOR SELECTION AS PRESIDENT OR AS CHAIRMAN OF A 
COMMITTEE. 

2. HOWEVER, IN OUR DISCUSSIONS OF PROSPECTS OF MISS 
VILLAMIN AS POTENTIAL CONFERENCE PRESIDENT ONE OR TWO OF 
OUR CONTACTS HAD SUGGESTED THAT SHE MAY BE UNACCEPTABLE 
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PHILIPPINES TOO MUCH UNDER INFLUENCE OF UNITED STATES. 

HER MARRIAGE TO AN AMERICAN WOULD OF COURSE REINFORCE 
THIS VIEW. 

3. IN DECIDING WHETHER OR NOT TO SUPPORT MISS VILLAMIN 
(PRESUMABLY MRS. VAN NORT AT THE TIME) FOR CONFERENCE 
PRESIDENCY, WASHINGTON AGENCIES WILL WANT TO CONSIDER 
FOREGOING. STATUS OF HER ASSIGNMENT TO PHILIPPINE 
EMBASSY HERE AT TIME OF CONFERENCE AND WHETHER SHE WILL 
BE MEMBER OF PHILIPPINE DELEGATION COULD BE CLARIFIED 
THROUGH EMBASSY MANILA. 
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